Welcome to the Malaysia Sea Turtle Conservation Project!

The Malaysia Sea Turtle Conservation Project focuses primarily on protecting and conserving
endangered green sea turtles. Alongside this, it also works on identifying and tracking the turtle’s
movements with snorkel surveys. This data they collect is vitally important for developing effective
plans for sea turtle conservation efforts both in the immediate area and elsewhere.

You will be based with our local project partner The Perhentian Turtle Project — a sea turtle research
and conservation initiative under Fuze Ecoteer Outdoor Adventures, based in the Perhentian Islands
Marine Park. The project has worked in close collaboration with the local community, stakeholders,
Department of Fisheries (DOF) and Marine Parks Division since its establishment in 2015. Their work
involves kayak surveys, nightly beach patrols, sea turtle stranding responds, and awareness
campaigns.

Volunteers have made a huge difference in sea turtle conservation in the local area. The regular nightly
patrols help to deter potential poachers just by the presence of the volunteers and project staff,
meaning that the sea turtles are much safer when laying eggs, and the eggs are much safer when
hatching. There is also a system in place which tracks turtle movements in the area, and thanks to
volunteer assistance the photo and information database has continued to grow and work effectively
as a conservation method.

How the project started

The Perhentian Turtle Project was set up in 2015 as an initiative by Fuze Ecoteer Outdoor Adventures
in partnership with Ecoteer. Since then, the project has worked passionately to document the islands’
turtle population through data and photos, protect nesting turtles from poachers, and positively
impact the environment and community around the project. The data collected on the local turtle
population is very important in being able to create effective conservation and management plans for
the sea turtles.

On a wider scale, Fuze Ecoteer offers team building and leadership opportunities to schools,
universities and corporations lasting from one day to two weeks. In partnership with Ecoteer, they
offer individual volunteering opportunities across 6 projects in Malaysia and Indonesia such as; wildlife
rescue, research diving, rainforest conservation, community & eco-education, plastic recycling and, of
course, sea turtle conservation.
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Daily activities

Volunteers work six days a week with one day off to relax or explore, three of the work ‘days’ are spent
leisurely on the nesting beach as the nights are spent on night watch. These are only examples of what
your daily activities may be as this is a dynamic project and duties may vary.

Common volunteer activities and duties:

Taking images of turtles on land.

Kayaking to the seagrass feeding ground.

Doing snorkel surveys.

Underwater photography and documentation.

Helping with building the turtle image database.

Identifying individual turtles and recording their movement around the islands.
Tagging sea turtles and collating information.

Collect information about local coral, turtles and juvenile sharks.
Nightly patrols around the island to check for sea turtle nests.
Helping female turtles lay their eggs safely, away from poachers.
Relocating turtles to hatcheries for protection.

Helping plant ‘coral pots’ to form an artificial reef.

Recycle plastic waste from projects and beach cleans.

Spend time doing beach cleans and keeping the area waste-free.
Spend an evening eating a traditional Malay meal with a local family.

Project objectives

The Perhentian Turtle Project aims to better understand and conserve the sea turtle populations at the
Perhentian Islands Marine Park using the method of photographic identification, its main objectives
are:

e To identify individual sea turtles in order to estimate population sizes and determine
population dynamics.

e To understand sea turtle habitat use and connectivity.

e To determine threats to the islands' sea turtle population by responding to and investigating
the causes of sea turtle strandings (dead and injured individuals).

e To create and raise awareness about sea turtles and marine conservation among the
Perhentian Community (i.e. local community, stakeholders, tourists, and government).
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Project location

The project site is located on the idyllic Perhentian Islands, which lie 17km off the East Coast off
Malaysia. Boasting beautiful white beaches and crystal-clear waters, the islands are a popular place to
relax, snorkel, and scuba dive to experience the surrounding scenery, marine life and coral reefs.

The project site is based in two places: Kampung Pasir Hantu (Fisherman’s Village) on Perhentian Kecil
and Pantai Tiga Ruang (Turtle Beach aka the nesting beach) on Perhentian Besar. Besides the nesting
beach, you may also conduct surveys at Teluk Pauh, the seagrass bed that serves as a green turtle
feeding site.

In the Volunteer Turtle House, volunteers stay in shared dorms, using shared bathrooms and toilets.
Bedding and mosquito nets are provided. Volunteers are responsible for cleaning up after themselves.
There are also shared house duties that all volunteers share. Breakfast, lunch & dinner are included.

At the volunteer house there is a safe to keep your passport and/or valuable.

Three nights per week are spent at the Pantai Tiga Ruang, accommodation is very basic with two huts —
a staff hut and a volunteers’ hut. There is a communal toilet/ bathroom, and inflatable mats and
mosquito nets are provided (as well as hammocks and sleeping bags). Electricity is available from 7pm
until 12am.
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Tiga Ruang
Our nesting beach base

Teluk Pauh
Our kayak survey site
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Perhentian Turtle Project
Our village base
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