Welcome to Globalteer’s Thailand Sanctuaries Project

In Thailand, like in every country in the world, animals are abused and exploited for profit and human
gratification. There are many examples of animal exploitation within the tourism industry, such as
photo animals, animals performing in degrading shows, and elephant camps. There is also still a
thriving illegal trade in wild animals for pets and medicine.

Globalteer’s Thailand Sanctuaries Project works with a carefully selected local rescue centre that has
been working for over 15 years to provide sanctuary to both wildlife and elephants that have been
rescued from the illegal wildlife trade, homes, the streets, and tourist attractions.

You will be based with our local project partner Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand
(www.wfft.org). WFFT is a Thai non-profit that was founded in 2001 with the help of the local people
from Phetchaburi province. It is now at the forefront of the protection, rescue, rehabilitation and
release (where possible) of wildlife and elephants in Thailand and South East Asia. They also focus on
advocacy, education and creating awareness around the welfare of elephants and wildlife in Asia.

You will be working with both elephants and wildlife in your placement, which will give you a unique
insight into the overall work being done by WFFT. Without the sanctuary, authorities would have
nowhere to house rescued wildlife and elephants, so the work that is being done by the centre — with
the support of volunteers — is vital for safeguarding the future of these animals in Asia.

How the project started

WFFT was founded by Edwin Wiek with the help of the local people from Phetchaburi province,
including the Abbot of Wat Khao Look Chang who loaned a large piece of land to the foundation to
house rescued animals.

WEFFT receives help from other animal protection organisations such as the International Primary
Protection League (IPPL), Free The Bears, and Care for the Wild International, as well as many
individuals with a passion for change.

WEFFT is a nationwide effort involved in rescuing domesticated/captive wild animals. Edwin Wiek still
heads this project with the help from a team of full time staff, mostly from the local village, and a team
of international volunteers.
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Daily activities

Elephant sanctuary

Cleaning the elephants’ paddocks each morning and evening.

Washing the elephants in their paddocks with hoses and brushes, depending on the schedule.
Collecting the elephants’ dung and food waste for composting.

Walking the elephants to the lake or into the forest to forage.

Collecting fruits, and harvesting banana trees, sugar cane, pineapple or corn for fodder.

Learning all about these gentle giants, and performing basic daily health checks on the elephants.
Sharing the responsibility of taking care of the domestic animals at the centre.

Wildlife sanctuary

Preparing food for the bears, moving them inside and then scattering and hiding treats in their
enclosure to provide an environment where they need to forage for sustenance.

Preparing food and feeding the primates.

Creating special diets for other animals.

Creating enrichments to provide stimulation, thought and fun.

Cleaning the cages and enclosures, and scrubbing pools.

Providing the animals with water.

Walking in the forest to provide the best leaves for the primates.

Maintaining the wildlife sanctuary.

These are only examples of what your daily activities may be as this is a dynamic project.

Project objectives

WFFT’s main objectives in Thailand and further afield are to:

* rescue captive wild animals and rehabilitate them as far as is feasible, allowing them to live the
rest of their lives in a safe environment, as close to nature as possible and providing them with
the best care possible.

* campaign against all forms of animal abuse and exploitation in Thailand, work towards ending
the illegal pet trade and discourage people from keeping all wild animals as pets.

* provide veterinary assistance to any sick or injured animal, wild or domestic.

* educate and encourage local people, tourists and the international community to appreciate,
understand and protect wildlife and their natural habitats through our education programme.

e assist in and develop new projects involved in the protection, rehabilitation, humane captive
environments, and welfare of all wild animals.

* rehabilitate captive wild animals and release them back into the wild, repopulating forest areas
in which they are already endangered or extinct.
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Project location

The project is located around three hours south of Bangkok in the Phetchaburi Province near the
beachside towns of Cha Am and Hua Hin. Your accommodation is onsite at the rescue centre.

There is a nearby local village where you can experience the Thai way of life very few other foreigners
can. The village is just a 15 minute walk from the centre but is not frequented by tourists, so you get a
unique insight into true Thai culture unaffected by the huge influx of tourists that the rest of Thailand

experiences.
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