
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Welcome	
  to	
  Globalteer’s	
  Cambodia	
  Elephant	
  Sanctuary	
  

Project	
  
Globalteer’s	
  Cambodia	
  Elephant	
  Sanctuary	
  Project	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  helping	
  the	
  domestic	
  and	
  wild	
  

elephant	
  population	
  of	
  Cambodia.	
  	
  

	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  based	
  with	
  our	
  local	
  project	
  partner	
  Elephant	
  Livelihood	
  Initiative	
  Environment	
  (ELIE)	
  

(www.elephantvalleyproject.org)	
  for	
  your	
  volunteer	
  placement.	
  ELIE	
  was	
  founded	
  in	
  2005	
  and	
  was	
  

registered	
  with	
  the	
  Cambodian	
  government	
  in	
  2006.	
  This	
  grassroots	
  NGO	
  is	
  now	
  a	
  leader	
  in	
  elephant	
  

conservation	
  in	
  Cambodia	
  and	
  directly	
  supports	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  welfare	
  of	
  captive	
  elephants	
  in	
  the	
  

Mondulkiri	
  Province.	
  This	
  means	
  that	
  not	
  only	
  will	
  you	
  assist	
  in	
  the	
  care	
  of	
  rescued	
  elephants,	
  but	
  

you	
  will	
  also	
  receive	
  a	
  real	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  overall	
  work	
  being	
  done	
  in	
  Cambodia	
  to	
  protect	
  domestic	
  

and	
  wildlife	
  elephants.	
  	
  

	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  volunteering	
  at	
  ELIE’s	
  flagship	
  Elephant	
  Valley	
  Project.	
  The	
  Elephant	
  Valley	
  Project	
  is	
  an	
  

elephant	
  sanctuary	
  that	
  was	
  set	
  up	
  by	
  ELIE	
  in	
  2007	
  to	
  house	
  injured	
  and	
  overworked	
  elephants	
  in	
  

Mondulkiri	
  Province.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  providing	
  care	
  to	
  rescued	
  elephants,	
  the	
  project	
  also	
  supports	
  local	
  

employment	
  opportunities,	
  and	
  is	
  an	
  ecotourism	
  site	
  for	
  international	
  and	
  local	
  visitors	
  to	
  Mondulkiri.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Project	
  objectives	
  
The	
  main	
  aims	
  of	
  the	
  Elephant	
  Valley	
  Project	
  are	
  to:	
  

• Provide	
  an	
  alternative	
  approach	
  to	
  elephant	
  care	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  environment.	
  

• Offer	
  options	
  for	
  local	
  families	
  to	
  bring	
  their	
  elephants	
  to	
  the	
  sanctuary	
  for	
  rest	
  and	
  

recuperation.	
  In	
  exchange	
  their	
  owners	
  can	
  receive	
  monthly	
  compensation,	
  preferential	
  

working	
  conditions	
  and	
  world-­‐class	
  elephant	
  care.	
  

• Retire	
  and	
  rehabilitate	
  working	
  elephants.	
  

• Provide	
  employment	
  for	
  local	
  people,	
  good	
  working	
  conditions	
  and	
  assistance	
  in	
  protection	
  of	
  

their	
  land	
  and	
  resources.	
  

• Have	
  visitors	
  who	
  get	
  to	
  spend	
  time	
  observing	
  these	
  elephants	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  habitat.	
  Their	
  

donations	
  then	
  support	
  the	
  running	
  of	
  the	
  sanctuary	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  programs	
  of	
  ELIE.	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  

Project	
  location	
  

The	
  project	
  is	
  located	
  in	
  a	
  rural	
  area	
  in	
  Mondulkiri	
  Province	
  outside	
  the	
  town	
  of	
  Sen	
  Monorom.	
  You	
  will	
  

be	
  based	
  at	
  the	
  project	
  site	
  during	
  the	
  week,	
  and	
  then	
  spend	
  the	
  weekends	
  in	
  Sen	
  Monorom	
  where	
  

you	
  will	
  have	
  time	
  off	
  to	
  relax,	
  or	
  explore	
  the	
  surrounding	
  areas	
  with	
  other	
  volunteers.	
  	
  

	
  

The	
  sanctuary	
  is	
  located	
  on	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  interconnected	
  rented	
  farms	
  and	
  forest.	
  This	
  is	
  to	
  simulate	
  the	
  

same	
  environment	
  that	
  mahouts	
  look	
  after	
  and	
  care	
  for	
  their	
  elephants	
  in,	
  while	
  also	
  providing	
  a	
  large	
  

area	
  of	
  forest	
  for	
  elephants	
  to	
  escape	
  human	
  activity	
  and	
  live	
  in	
  an	
  environment	
  as	
  close	
  as	
  possible	
  to	
  

wild	
  elephants.	
  

	
  

 

 

Daily	
  activities	
  
Volunteers	
  work	
  five	
  days	
  a	
  week.	
  Here	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  work	
  you	
  will	
  carry	
  out	
  with	
  the	
  

elephants:	
  

• learning	
  about	
  the	
  sanctuary	
  and	
  the	
  elephants	
  

• observing	
  elephants	
  in	
  their	
  natural	
  habitat	
  

• walking	
  with	
  the	
  elephants	
  into	
  the	
  forest	
  to	
  forage	
  

• watching	
  elephants	
  bathe	
  themselves	
  in	
  the	
  river,	
  or	
  helping	
  at	
  a	
  washing	
  station	
  (September	
  to	
  

November)	
  depending	
  on	
  the	
  availability	
  of	
  water	
  sources	
  

• participating	
  in	
  elephant	
  feeding	
  habit	
  research	
  or	
  vet	
  care	
  checks	
  

• working	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  living	
  conditions	
  of	
  the	
  elephants	
  and	
  to	
  grow	
  food	
  for	
  them	
  

• helping	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  elephant	
  sanctuary	
  by	
  maintaining	
  banana	
  plantations,	
  doing	
  light	
  

construction	
  work,	
  planting	
  seedlings	
  and	
  maintaining	
  pathways.	
  

	
  

These	
  are	
  only	
  examples	
  of	
  what	
  your	
  daily	
  activities	
  may	
  be	
  as	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  dynamic	
  project	
  and	
  duties	
  will	
  

vary	
  depending	
  upon	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  animals	
  and	
  the	
  sanctuary.	
  	
  

	
  


